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Richard’s Faith Reflection…. 

When circumstances turn bad we search in earnest for the role of God.  We 
ask questions about why He let’s these things happen or even causes them 
to happen.  Especially in a context of faith built on an understanding that bad 
things only happen when people are disobedient or negligent with God.  But 
which of us has not encountered a hardship in life and realized that it was 
more related to the reality of our world than a designated punishment from 
God?  Truth is, even the faithful experience these trials and hardships….Job, 
David, Noah, the Israelites at Egypt, and Moses to name a few. 
 

Jesus himself cautions the followers to know what they are getting into.  Life 
can be hard, and may even be harder for those who choose to drink from His 
cup (Matthew 20).  But even the psalmist tells us that the Shepherd walks 
with us….through….(Psalm 23) and doesn’t depart. 
 

I love the way that Joseph, a man born through a life of hardship, spells it out 
for his brothers here at a crossroads of fear and judgement.  While they may 
have intended harm, God intended good.  God is able to bring good from any 
circumstance where we may only see the harm.  Ultimately, God is saving 
lives. 
 

Might be hard to see that from our lives of isolation, but something harmful is 
still being transformed into something good.  I know you have a list of 
sacrifices, hardship and inconveniences to see right now, but I pray you are 
looking also for the places where God is at work creating the good.  Is God at 
work maybe even saving you…..from yourself right now?  Has He given you a 
new sense of priority and value?  Will the Body of Christ look back on this 
experience some day and see how it made us more what we professed to be?  Will fellowship and worship 
and mission and ministry beyond the walls of our buildings be any different?  Will your testament and 
witness to where you saw God in this pandemic be close to that of Joseph?   
 

Easter has come and we are changed.  The living Christ is with us, and even that which is intended to 
harm us can be transformed to God’s good!  To God be the glory! 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Richard Luna 
richard@pleasantretreat.org 

May Online Messages 

May 3 2020 
“Use the Gate” 
John 10:1-10 

 

May 10, 2020 
Mother’s Day 
“God is Closer  

than You Think” 
John 14:1-14 

 

May 17, 2020 
“Word and Deed” 

John 14:15-21 
 

May 24, 2020 
“Prayer Up & Sent” 

John 17:1-11 
 

May 31, 2020 
“Catch the Spirit,  
Give the Spirit” 

John 7:37-39 

April Offerings 
 4/05:  $6,854.17 
4/12:  $5,515.00 
4/19:  $6,400.00 
4/26:  $7,035.00 

“You intended to harm me, but God 
intended it for good to accomplish what is 
now being done, the saving of many lives.”  

- Genesis 50:20 (NIV) 



Ruby Randall 
Roger Rowland 

Clyde Rozell 
Orvice Rozell 

Jill Seale 
Genelle Smith 
Beverly Somes 
Dorothy Spath 

Jen Stapf 
Tammy Stidham 

Brenda Taylor 
Laura Tedford 
Drew Webb 

Susan Wilbur 
Nancy Wiley 

Betty Williams 
Mike Wilson 

Steve & Kathy Wright 

April Memorial Donations: 

Helen Black: 
Steve & Kim Weaver 

 

Mary Hand: 
Amy, Jone & Rusty Ryan 

Steve & Kim Weaver 
Beverly Whitham 

Current Prayer Concerns 
Please keep these individuals in your prayers throughout the week. 

Jacky Fair 
Heini Fischl 

Stephanie Forbes 
Margaret Hall 

Tracy Hall 
The family of Mary Hand 

PJ Hanke 
Larry Hartman 

Diana & Steve Herring 
Priscilla Holt 

Pauline Isham 
Ashley & David McCarty 

Cheryl McFarland 
Anthony McGee 
Sharon Moncrief 

Bobby & Katie Niccum 
Mark Powell 

Sharon Pursley 

Ann Allen 
Gilbert Arteaga 

Glen & Michelle Atwell 
Bob Baker 

Bill & Wilma Blackstock 
Sydney Broyles 
Mary Caldwell 
Katie Calicutt 

Cami Clements 
Tonja Collinsworth 

Patricia Coplan 
Brandon Cox 
Julie Darden 
Chris Dean 
Rita Dunn 
Cheryl Ellis 

Curtis & Joyce Evans 
Chris Evans & Family 

Please let the office know if you have additions or removals to/from the prayer list:  
secretary@pleasantretreat.org 

For pastoral emergencies call 903-787-0585. 

Sidelined Saints:     
Jim Fairbanks 
Lynda Fowler 

Margaret McFarland      
Sam Murphy 

Dona Wilkerson 
 

Military Personnel:   
Jay Dunklin 

Mitchell Moorehead 
Jackson Smith   
Ryan Stidham 
Daniel Westall 

VFA-11 Squadron 

We would like to thank 
our PRUMC Family for 

all the prayers, cards, 
meals and use of 

medical equipment during my recent surgery. 
I am healing and continuing physical 

therapy. I still have a little recovery period 
ahead; but I know with your continued 

prayers, I will be back to my normal speed 
pretty soon!   

Love & Virtual Hugs to you all!   
Tammy & Clifton  

Delores Johnson: 
Amy, Jone & Rusty Ryan 

 

Hal McFarland: 
Shirley McFarland 

Sue Smith 
Steve & Kim Weaver 

Beverly Whitham 



METHODIST YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 
 Our current pandemic has made youth programming a challenge, to say the least. As we 
try to prepare for summer camp -which we don’t even know if or when that’s going to happen - 
we are restricted in many of our traditional ways of preparing for camp. We are doing our best to 
think outside the box when it comes to outreach, missions fellowship and fundraising. All of 
those things have one big thing in common: building personal relationships with others.  
 

 In this time of social distancing, we’re not getting the opportunity we’ve had in the past for 
face to face relationship building.  This has always been very important to me for the youth to 
know the names and faces of the church population...those of you who support our youth by 
your presence, prayers, witness and gifts. That’s why we have started a pen pal program with the 
youth and children. It was announced on Facebook last Friday and many of you graciously and 
excitedly answered the call to adopt a young pen pal. So far we have 20 pen pals, and there’s 
room for more!  Our hope is that this will be a foundation in which a lifetime relationship will be 
formed. I know from experience how exciting it is for a young person to receive mail addressed to 
them, personally. In these summer months when our future is uncertain, school is out, plans for a 
structured summer are hard to make, and we’re not able to meet with each other, this is a great 
way to form a relationship with a young person that will mean more to them than you might ever 
know!  
 

 If you would like a pen pal, you can text me or email me at jeremy@pleasantretreat.org. 
Thank you, and we all look forward to actually seeing you as soon as it’s safe!  
 

-Jeremy 

Today’s Distractions…and Worship 
  
Did you know that we think faster than we hear? It is estimated that we think 10 
times faster than we can hear, so when a distraction comes along, we often lose 
track of what is in front of us and focus on that one distraction. It is sometimes 
hard to stay focused on a task at hand, and sometimes even while in worship. 
  

During this time where we have been worshiping “online” in our homes, cars, anywhere we might be, I 
imagine there have been far more distractions than usual. It came be as simple as a cough, a door 
creaking, a child, or a pet needing attention. Those sounds and movements command our attention and 
may distract us from worship. 
  
Kudo’s to Richard, the band, Johnnie, and others in front of the camera during our online worship. I am 
often moving around behind the camera and “directing” what is happening next, counting down the time, 
or checking the sound or the picture or who knows what else. So, I have been the distraction at times. 
  
Yes, our attention span is easily drawn away from the purpose of our worship, to glorify Jesus Christ. I 
know it is not quite this simple, but when we can remove or ignore all the distractions from worship, what’s 
left are the things which truly edify and draw us toward the heart of God.  
  
I Chronicles 25:6 talks about all those who were under the direction of their father and were providing “the 
music in the house of the Lord. They played cymbals, stringed instruments, and harps for the service of 
the house of God.” Verse seven points out that there were 288 musicians. Wow! What a stellar worship 
team. I bet when they played, the congregation was not being distracted by other sounds and movements. 
Instead, the people were undistracted, free to keep their focus where it belonged: on worshiping God! 
  
Let’s all set a goal of an undistracted time of worship. 
-Otis 

mailto:jeremy@pleasantretreat.org


Important church updates! 
 

Due to COVID-19 & stay-at-home orders, the church is closed to non-staff and staff will be 
working from their homes as much as possible.  The more people that are up at the church, 

the more we have to disinfect surfaces and the higher the risk of spreading the virus. 
 

All services for the time being will be streamed via Facebook Live every Sunday at 11:00am.   
If you do not have access to Facebook, the video will be posted to our YouTube channel 

following the service.   
PRUMC Facebook page link:   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/prumctyler 
 

PRUMC YouTube channel link:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgOPKchgnLj3rdiF-32XhaA 

 

If you have questions, email the office.  We will do our best to get back to you within 24 hours.   
secretary@pleasantretreat.org 

 

For pastoral emergencies call or text: 903-787-0585 
 

PRUMC appreciates your continued support so we can continue to cover church expenses. 
Mail your contribution to PRUMC, 417 CR 1143, Tyler, TX, 75704 

 

or to make an online contribution, go to: paypal.me/PRUMCTyler  

Address: 417 CR 1143, Tyler, TX, 75704 

Website:   www.PleasantRetreat.org 

Phone:  903-592-7183 
 

Church Staff: 

Rev. Richard Luna, Pastor 

Otis Naron, Music Director 

Jeremy Dick, Youth Director 

Rani Wiley, Children’s / Nursery Director 

Johnnie Russell, Pianist 

Lindsay Brubaker, Secretary 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgOPKchgnLj3rdiF-32XhaA/

